Integrated Math Level 6

Naturally Interesting

National Debt Handout

As I type this assignment, the National Debt is approximately 

$7,500,000,000,000*

Imagine that the following two plans were proposed:

Plan A:
Balance the budget to eliminate additional accumulation of debt.  Reduce the debt by $1.00 per second until the debt is canceled.

Plan B:
Balance the budget to eliminate additional accumulation of debt.  Reduce the debt by $1.00 in the first year, by $2.00 in the second year, by $4.00 in the third year, and continue to double the reduction until the debt is canceled. 

Use your mathematics skills and reasoning to analyze the two plans.  Which do you think is better?  Defend your choice using complete sentences and by showing your calculations.

*See http://www.brillig.com/debt_clock/ for more information
